
ad sciurus 
THE SQUIRREL 

It has been a lovely return to school after a sunny, hot two week 
break. I do hope you all had a great time. Speaking with the 
children and the team they really enjoyed the downtime and the 
sunshine. I did get to the beach and got to swim several times in 
the sea, which was lovely, energising and very refreshing!  

The children have had a good week in school and settled quickly 
back in to the school routines. The children in Year 1 have been 
completing their phonic screening assessments brilliantly as have 
the children in Year 4, with their Multiplication Check. I have been 
very proud of how the children have approached their 
assessments. Year 2 have also been preparing for moderation 
tomorrow for their Year 2 SATs and I know that they will be 
pleased when the end of the day comes! Everyone has worked 
incredibly hard to support the children in their learning.  

Year 5 went off to Watersports for their final session on Monday. 
We have also had cricket workshops for Years 5 and 6, a Quay 
Arts visit for Year 5, and RNLI visit to Reception, Starling song 
writers in for Year 6, swimming for Year 1 and sporting events all 
week including a fabulous Cowes Cluster athletics meeting today 
at Lanesend. The children really enjoyed the activities and 
although they were not placed this year, came in very close with 
only one or two points in it! Well done Miss Westbrook for 
organising such a great morning.  

Tomorrow, we have our lovely Father’s Day celebrations and we 
are looking forward to welcoming families into school. Times have 
been sent out via text and Dojo and can be found on the next 
page of this newsletter.  

I am just sharing the structure for next year with the team today 
and tomorrow and I will pen a letter to all our families early next 
week so that the transition into next year can begin. I do have to 
let you know that we are losing some of our lovely team to 
ventures new. We say goodbye to Mrs Price, who is off to 
Hunnyhill Primary, to Mrs Wyld, who is joining St George’s and 
Mrs Gangonells, who is returning to her home in Catalonia. We 
are also saying goodbye to Mrs Revert-West who is going to use 
her creative skills on a new adventure. I know that you will be sad 
to say goodbye to our lovely team members who have been a 
valuable part of our team for many years and people that we love 
and care for deeply, but it is also important to encourage new 
chapters and new opportunities and wish everybody well in 
whatever path they chose to take. On the flip of this, we will be 
welcoming Miss Jacobs, Miss Squibb and Miss Fuller to the team 
for September 2023. Talking of new members to the team too, I 
spoke to Mrs Sutton this week and she will be attending our new 
intake meetings and I have also arranged for her to come in on 
Thursday 6h July at 6pm so that families can come and meet Mrs 
Sutton ready for September. Mrs Sutton will also be in school 
hopefully for the 30th June but also will be running the school 
development days on 30th and 31st August. It is all going to go 
too quickly.  

 

 

 

Just to return to transition for next year, we often consider mixing 
classes up. This year we feel that Year 3 would benefit from a class 
mix. We have done this for the last few years with Year 3 as a good 
time to mix the classes so that they experience this before leaving 
primary school but also have an opportunity to learn and make 
new friends. Often, this can cause some worry for families but I can 
only reassure you that we have only ever seen positive outcomes 
from mixing classes. With this in mind, I will be sending out a form 
to our Year 3 families for your input into helping to create three 
new classes to continue the children’s journey throughout 
Lanesend.  

Next week in school, I am on observations around school and 
Reverend Amanda is joining us for assembly. We welcome Year 2 
families in for lunch, Year R are off to the Quay Arts Centre, Starling 
songwriters are in, and we have a reception new intake meeting on 
Wednesday 21st June at 6pm. Year 1 are performing on Thursday 
from 9.15am, we have got some children going off to the 
Hampshire Games Festival. It will also be our last HERO week for 
this academic year so lets make it a brilliant one with here 
everyone here, ready on time (I am still waiting for my 100% day!) 

The following week were due to be going off on a museum trip to 
London, but I cannot secure coaches or funding. This makes me 
incredibly sad as I do not wish to pass on the cost at this time so it 
is with great regret that I may have to cancel our visits. I will 
confirm this next week. We still have 3 or 4 coach companies to get 
back to us.  

France 2023 will soon be upon us and we will be sending out the 
last bits of information once the itinerary is finalised with NST. I am 
provisionally booking for next year. We have tried many different 
companies and the cost is greater so I hope sharing this with the 
current Year 5’s early will allow a good payment plan to be put in 
place for families to allow all children to go to France next year.  

I have again this week been contacted by neighbours due to 
parking issues. I have contacted our local community Police and 
Parking attendants and I am going to share with you some 
information about considerate parking that was passed onto me 
from the council that I hope will help will elevate these ongoing 
concerns and bring harmony to our community. Please park 
considerately.  

In this hot weather, we have noticed a couple of dogs being left at 
the gate in full sun. Advice is to avoid bringing dogs out in the heat 
of the day and to keep them cool. The pavement is getting hot and 
sometimes we do not realise the impact it has on our dogs paws. I 
was sat on a ferry coming home the other afternoon and a family 
had brought their dogs onto the top deck and the poor dogs were 
hopping around due to the heat of the metal. Our tarmac gets as 
hot. Thank you.  

If you are off to the Isle of Wight festival, enjoy. I am going this year 
as last year I had Covid and I am looking forward to a fabulous 
weekend of music, friends and festivities. See you Monday.  

Caroline Sice , Headteacher 
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FOR YOU 

Year 6 France: Please remember to 

bring in your child’s GHIC cards to 

school as soon as possible. Thank you.  
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Attendance Last Week:  

95.8% 

Father’s Day  

Year R: 9am 

Year 1: 1.30pm 

Year 2: 2pm 

Year 3: 1pm 

Year 4: 12.45pm 

Year 5: 9.30am 

Year 6: 10.45am  



Use these prompts with your children at home to start a conversation about 

their week in school... 

Reception— Talk to me about...  Subtraction stories, The Magic Paintbrush, 

Music, Ballet, RNLI and keeping safe in water and phase 4 phonics. 

Words to use... first, then, now, wealthy and poor, emperor, seize.  

Tips for the week... discuss water safety when visiting the beach. 

We have been reading... The Magic Paintbrush. 

Year 1— Talk to me about....our upcoming performances- help me practise 

my words and songs.  

Words to use...Buddhishm, friendship, teacher, kind, meditate.  

Tips for the week...we have been counting to 100 and beyond- practise this 

whenever possible to build fluency. 

We have been reading.....Bog Baby.  

Year 2—Talk to me about ... plants and seeds 

Words to use …seed, dispersal, travel, germination. 

Tips for the week...Remember TTRockstars to help us with our multiplication. 

We have been reading... The far away tree, The worst witch, Giraffe the Pelly 
and Me 

Year 3—  TALK TO ME ABOUT... using PowerPoint to create a presentation 

WORDS TO USE... slide, animation, transition, bold, image, hyperlink 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK... Count in 5s when looking at the minute hand on a clock 

WE ARE READING... The Manor House, by Pie Corbett 

Year 5— Talk to me about... how our trip to the Quay Arts centre was this 

week. What did you think of Paul Woods’ art?  

Words to use... kilometre, metre, millilitre, litre, gram, kilogram. 

Tips for the week... Maths and languages: ‘Kilo’ comes from Ancient Greek, 

meaning 1000; and ‘milli’ means thousandth in Latin. 

We have been reading... ‘Who Let The Gods Out’ by Maz Evans. 

Year 6— This week Year 6 have blown us away with their wonderful narratives 
about a dramatic escape. Ask me about how to make my writing exciting for 

my reader. 

In Science they are investigating Light. Ask me how light travels. 

We have also begun our songwriting workshops. 

Ask me about how to make a chord.  
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7th January 2022 



SKILL OF THE MONTH 
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Skill of the month is TEAMWORK  https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/teamwork-getting-started 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/teamwork-getting-started
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